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"Holy war is our path. My death will be martyrdom. | wkilhock on the gates of Paradise with
the skulls of the sons of Zion*- Ayman Radi, P.L.O. police force officer, in a written note to
his family before he carried out a suicide bombing in Jerusalem
"We must always remember that our enemy is the isseelipation, and it is incumbent upon us
to continue to struggle against it through the blessed Intifa@aly the Intifada can carry our
nation to a more advanced stage-'Farouk Qaddumi, P.L.O. Palitical Department Head
Introduction

The issue of suicide bombing has been a part of worldrideding back to Japanese
Kamikaze pilots in WWII during their “Divine Wind” operatie against American warships in
the Pacific theater. While use of suicidal tactics loarseen as far back in history during the
crusades, only recently has the tactic of using explosivdstonate one’s self in order to take
the lives of others been used. Since the Kamikazes ofl¢Wcide bombing has been used as a
tactic by different groups in their quest for a certaialgw ideology. Groups that have embraced
the method of suicide bombing include the Tamil TigeiSrirLanka, the Iranians during the
Iran-Iraq war, Al-Qaeda in the Septembe!" Attacks, Chechen rebels in the former Russian
state, the Kurdistan Workers Party against the Turksrandihsurgency against their American
occupiers. Historians and researchers have had a titfroe in trying to explain exactly what
makes a person want to take their life in order to cdasgage and/or to kill others. Concepts of

religion, despair, poverty and insanity have all come piay, and have all been used as a basis

for what makes a person become a suicide bomber.a¢btad groups mentioned above have



had a completely different goal than the other, and ant@mpletely different reason (or
reasons) was the root cause for suicide bombing to be yaablbikewise, each suicide bomber
has a different factor (or factors) that cause themake the decision to give up their life in
order to take others lives in search of a common goal.

However, nowhere else has suicide bombing been apoprdar tactic than with
Palestinians, who use suicide bombing against Israel®indcupied territories, and in Israel
itself against military and civilian targets. Suicideaakts by Palestinians have become extremely
prevalent since the beginning of the second Palestitigifatia” (Arabic for “uprising”) in
2000, but began during the first Intifada in 1983 when a suiad#br detonated himself and a
truck laden with explosives destroying the U.S. militaayracks in Beirut killing 250 U.S.
servicemen, mostly U.S. Marines. The reasons forsBiaien suicide bombing have been
researched and debated for years, and once again, fawtbras religion, oppression, poverty,
despair, and complete insanity/irrationality have besearhed and argued as the root cause of
this phenomenon. Additionally, because the Muslingiet also plays a large role with
Palestinians, the ideas of Jihad and Martyrdom have adsodbesely regarded as reasons for
suicide bombing. However, no one reason seems to dkdacause for why a Palestinian makes
the choice to become a suicide bomber, nor doesReleltinian suicide bomber kill him or
herself for the same reason as another. Yet faskalan Suicide Bombers, their target is
always the same: Israelis.

Suicide bombing has affected so many different people giedéamikazes of WWII,
and Americans have seen it both with the Kamikazdsfdw@Qaeda. It is a very dangerous
epidemic, and threatens the security of whoever isidered the “target” by those conducting

suicide bombing operations. Nowhere else is the thgeahst national security felt more so than



in Israel, who is witness to numerous attacks eveay. \&uicide bombing is a tactic that is
continually growing in popularity Palestinians, and habe and epidemic. Suicide bombers
are now held in iconic status (martyrs) in Palestamel blatant encouragement can be seen or
heard on a daily basis. However, current literatule taicover what the future may hold in
regards to this phenomenon. It is for this reasonthimenalysis will be conducted.
Literature Review

Current knowledge of Palestinian Suicide Bombers is ddootn and continually evolves
as researchers attempt to explain exactly what neakaedestinian suicide bomber “tick”.
Research on the topic has come from not only the Arabisraeli sides, but there is also a great
deal from institutes based in the western world. Ndiyrdalas does occur in some of the works,
mostly when dealing with Arab or Israeli researchcles, but neutral observations do prevail
throughout the works where researchers attempt to dobingtiin order to explain the mindset
and reasoning of a Palestinian suicide bomber. Most sétiwerks are dated within the past 5
years, and are all of scholarly origin. While somel deth history of suicide bombing and the
Palestinian Intifada, most are theoretical in naturedsad with issues such as nationalism,
martyrdom, radicalism and dissociation. Howevels tbibe noted that the author was not able to
find any sort of predictive analyses and/or literatulatee to the Lockwood Analytical Method
for Prediction (LAMP) regarding this phenomenon. The feitg works are the basis for this
study.

The Roots of Suicide Terrorism: A Multi-Causal Approach (Moghadam, 2006
approaches the issue through a theoretical study and ine®duuaulti-causal framework for the
analysis of suicide attacks. His framework is basethmee levels of analysis: the individual

level, the organizational level, and the environmental.ld&teghadam’s framework lays out the



fact that suicide terrorism is a very complex phenameand that it is a multi-factorial
phenomenon. Explanations for suicide terrorism caludigcpersonal motives, group motives,
environmental conditions, and their marriage as a whole.

Moghadam conducts his research using the realist appsiadiing factors that have
been documented as reasons/motives for suicide sarovwhether an individual becomes a
suicide terrorist because of personal trauma, or vehélie terrorist group is able to recruit an
individual with promises of fame through martyrdom, alldis are covered in this literary work.
Additionally, Moghadam’s work illustrates the factthiaere can be several underlying causes
which entice an individual into becoming a suicide bomber

This work is of extreme value as it focuses on tha ttat suicide terrorism is a multi-
headed monster; motives for doing so can be simpteraplex, but no one single reason can
ever be the basis for a suicide bomber’s action. p¥s1of such are abundant in his work.

When Suicide Bombing Reaches The Tipping Point approaches the topic by looking at
the broader category of suicide attackers, noting contnaite among historical examples. He
then introduces us the “The Tipping Point”, a pluralisbtiiemarking suicide terrorism as an
epidemic which has spread like a virus among Palestiniauns. iThas become a social epidemic
where the appeal to become a suicide bomber is sotbegat can effect those that never would
have thought of becoming an attacker before. Grierdahoses three agents that explain the
tipping point. First, “The Law of the Few”, which clairtisat social epidemics are driven by the
actions of a handful of people. Next is “The SticksEactor”, which notes that the quality of
the message must be great enough to entice potentiatsestao becoming full-blown suicide
bombers. Last is the “Power of Context”, which ctgserson’s environment, and how people

are subject to environmental influences. Grier also explie idea of “Epidemics in Isolation”,



and gives the example of highly publicized/glorified deatrsuafide bombers has caused this
epidemic to grow in this small region.

This is another valuable piece of literature, as Giliedes to the idea that reasons for
suicide bombing are multi-faceted, but also introduces tise theory of “The Tipping Point”,
which explains suicide bombing not as a tactic, but aswaigg epidemic. Grier concludes his
work by giving examples of ways to combat suicideotésm.

The Logic of Suicide Terrorism (Hoffman, 2003) focuses on the fundamentals of suicide
bombings: inexpensiveness and effectiveness. He also fanuskebunking some of the myths
of suicide terrorism using interviews with victims and ettas (whose attempts had failed).
Hoffman’s article, like the works mentioned above, &smses on the fact that suicide bombing
has numerous components, but cites the fact that méleded is a willingness to kill and a
willingness to die. Interviews with Israelis are adsoenterpiece of his work, and provide the
view of those that have become the target of this phenon. Through these interviews,
Hoffman illustrates the other side of suicide bombing, @xactly what the opinions of the
targets are.

Hoffman then introduces the “Spider-Web Theory” basedealism, which originated
within Hezbollah after struggling with the Israeli Defefggces and their ultimate withdrawal
from Southern Lebanon in 2000. The term was coined bkBhktssan Nasrallah, who
described Israel as a formidable military power, but whsmxiety has become materialistic,
lazy, pampered and soft. The idea behind the “Spider-Wetr¥his that a nation may look
strong from the outside, but if you hit it, it will fadpart...much like a spider web. This is

paramount to understanding how suicide bombing affectianrike Israel. Hoffman



concludes his work by mentioning valid ideas by which to deteeide bombing through
knowing who the bombers are, where to hit them, andtbaleter them in the future.

Aside from mentioning the prevalent notion that suitidebers are the result of several
different factors, Hoffman’s research into the Isgglerception of the phenomenon and his
introduction of the spider-web theory make this an exttg valuable piece of literature. His
work acts to further the understanding of how suicidelognaffects its target examples of how
to defeat suicide terrorism.

Suicide Terrorism as Strategy: Case Studies of Hamas and the Kurdistan Workers Party
(Wyne, 2005) provides a look into using suicide bombing as agyrasing the realist theory.
This piece of literature gives the reader an introdudbamvo competing explanations for
suicide terrorism, one being religious motivationd #re other being strategic motivations.

Wyne focuses on strategic motivations for the suicaaler and discredits religious
motivations as they are “not reflective of the HQy'ran, but rather is replete with egregious
distortions of select statements contained themdnfallacious renditions of Islamic principles”.
While Wyne does admit that “Hamas’ ultimate objectiaes and always have been religious”,
he goes on to state that using religion as a basgifoide terrorism is an “overly simplistic”
categorization. Rather, Wyne notes that suicide tesmois used because of its relatively cheap
and effective means against the Israelis. Wyne cites &amfahalah, Hamas’ secretary
general’s rationale for suicide bombing: “Our enemy paesethe most sophisticated weapons
in the world and its army is trained to a very high déad...We have nothing with which to
repel the killing and thuggery against us except the weapoayrdom. It is easy and costs us
only our lives...human bombs cannot be defeated, not evanddgar bombs”. Wyne continues

with the example of Israel's withdraw from Gaza in 2689 result of the “coercive



effectiveness” of suicide terrorism. Simply, suiciderorism works for the Palestinians and it is
why they use it.

Additionally, Wyne, like many other authors explaing tihere are many motives for
suicide terrorism, quoting an Israeli Professor of Rbifiny at the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem: “While the language used by the bombers andthamizations is always distinctly
Islamic, the motives of the bombers are much more toatpd, and some mention more than
one motive for their act”.

Wyne's piece is extremely valuable in that it providesrategic vs. religious look
regarding the roots of suicide terrorism in the Palestit@antories. Focusing on the strategic
aspect, it provides new insights and ideas to a subjeasthtg with rationales such as religion,
poverty and despair, and personal causes.

Suicide Terrorism: Rationalizing the Irrational (Madsen, 2004) gives a brief introduction
into suicide terrorism, and a short rundown of the hysbdisuicide attacks beginning in the first
century A.D. where Jewish sects attacked Roman occugidiglea knowing that they would
ultimately be killed themselves. Madsen continues thrahglhnistory of suicide attacks
finishing with modern day examples of the Kamikazes ®¥/Nythe Tamil Tigers of Sri Lanka,
and Hezbollah to name a few.

Madsen then mentions several factors of the drawioide bombing, including their
effectiveness vs. cheap cost, the amount of media@ageend its popularization of the
phenomenon among Palestinians, legitimization and rexyuand the role of women in suicide
bombing.

All in all, Madsen’s work is nothing more than a boeerview of suicide bombing with

nothing of real value that would lend itself towards tesearch paper. Everything that Madsen



mentions (outside of the role of women) has beermalin much more depth in other works
and this really didn't serve as a valuable piece efditre in this research.

Mishandling Suicide Terrorism (Atran, 2004) is another work which provides nothing
more than re-iteration of previous works, diving into varyagses of suicide terrorism, giving
a brief synopsis of each.

Atran covers such topics such as U.S. perception aflsutmmbers and how “current
U.S. policies that attempt to address root causes atillyomisguided”. Atran also focuses on
relative deprivation and religious redemption as causlsiestinian becoming suicide bombers,
and organization of suicide terrorist groups.

Atran’s work, while descriptive of varying causes of Bafgan Suicide Bombers, is
more of a warning and what “not to do” when dealing witicide terrorism. However, although
most of the information is nothing more than a conticeasr re-iteration of other works, Atran
does briefly recognize the underlying feeling of hate towtlreld¢sraelis as a cause of Palestinian
suicide bombing. This is a cause which is generally ovieeld@an most works, and while Atran’s
mentioning of hate as a reason for suicide bombing is vefy this is what makes this article
valuable.

In general, there is wealth of knowledge on the subjePatdstinian Suicide Bombers
and the accompanying reasons that may compel Palestiniartbigrole. With the issue of
suicide bombing being such a hot topic in today’s glolediay comprehensive literature on the
subject matter is readily available. Such media cowarsything from the history of suicide
bombing as a tactic, to the history of the Palestiméifida, to the tactic of suicide bombing and
why it has become so popular. As aforementioned, rekgand/or political bias may play a role

in some of the research on this subject matter, gt of the works tend to look at all sides of



this phenomenon and give reasons as to why it is happertimguivhaving opinions skewed by
said biases.
Actors and Perceptions

There are four main actors that will be consideretii;mistudy. The first of which is
Palestinian society, personified by the suicide bonibex from this society that people have
come forward to use their bodies as bombs, time areldgain. The second actor will
encompass the predominant Palestinian militant groups W rhade suicide bombing one of
their main tactics: Harakat al-Mugawama al-Islamiyya&Hamas”, the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad (P1J) and the al-Agsa Martyrs Brigades. All oféhgg®ups are militant organizations (and
labeled as terrorist groups by Israel and other westemtiees) whose goal is the destruction of
Israel, and who have served as recruiters/enablerdestifgans to become suicide bombers.
The third actor will be the Palestinian National Auttyo(PNA), personified by Mahmoud
Abbas, the recognized President of that government. Ththfactor will be the state of Israel,
to encompass their government, military, police and cnglias they have all been either direct
or indirect targets of Palestinian Suicide Bombers
Palestinian Society

While the Palestinian/Israeli conflict’s root cause gassklihousands of years, (and
would take another paper in itself to explain), therewaoebasic premises that are paramount to
understanding this struggle. First, both Palestinians anelitsscdaim the inherent right to call
Jerusalem and the land of Palestine as their own.tBetbews and the Muslims claim this land
as their home, and have done so for thousands of Yidaparamount importance to both races
that they are able to settle in this land cannot bestated. Second, the religious fervor that is

involved on both sides in the struggle for this land is afsgreat importance, as the city of



Jerusalem (Al-Quds in Arabic) is seen as the holy cdotdoth races and has been that way as
long as both races have called this land their home.e\itiel root cause of the conflict spans
several millennia, the more recent struggles beganifaiip World War 1l, when the British
withdrew from their mandate of Palestine, and the UNitpared the area into Arab and Jewish
states, an arrangement rejected by the Arabs. Ithissgjection of the Arabs that spawned the
Six Day War in 1967 and October War in 1973, both of whichteawiny state of Israel facing
insurmountable odds against several Arab aggressor siatesof which Israel won
convincingly). Additionally, during the Six Day War Israelvanced into the Arab lands of
Gaza, the Golan Heights, and The West Bank terrgotweo of which they have occupied up
until this day (Israel only recently withdrew from Gaa&005). It is the West Bank and Israel
which have become the epicenter of Palestinian suattdeks during the first and second
Intifada.

Finally, it is important to note the beginnings of thetitaof suicide bombings, which has
become a popular tactic for the Palestinians to use adsiiasl. While suicidal tactics did not
gain a foothold with the Palestinians until 1983, its debutecduning the Iran-lIraq war when a
desperate Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini rounded up tet®o$ands of children and sent
them as human waves against a far superior Iragi arngp(&006). Soon thereatfter, the idea
was exported from Iran to Lebanon, where in 1983 adriloomber attacked the Marine
Barracks in Beirut killing 250 servicemen. This new and poweattic resulted in driving out
Israel and the United States from Lebanon and in elfiecame a popular weapon both
strategically and ideologically with Muslims in thesar to include Palestinians.

Intifada



The Intifada is an underlying ideology that the readedad¢o understand regarding this
phenomenon. Now more than ever, Palestinians have begumbrace the idea of Intifada, and
legitimize the use of terror tactics as a respongetoeived terror tactics by Israel. The first
Intifada lasted from 1987-1991 and the second Intifada (or AbAgtifada) which began in
September of 2000 and is still going on today. Both Intifagaasent a mass Palestinian
uprising against their Israeli occupiers, borne of frustnadf Israeli repression and a strong
sense of Palestinian nationalism aiming to take back dred from Israel. The Oslo Accords
gave a brief respite from the battles in 1993, only tatlsedighting restart in 2000. In December
2001, more than 94 percent of Palestinians told pollstershtnat/iewed Israeli incursions into
Palestinian territories as acts of terror, while 82 perosfused to characterize the killing of 21
Israeli youths outside a Tel Aviv disco six monthsieathat way (Luft, 2002). There are
several factors that need to be considered in examinggléology of the Palestinian Intifada,
the first of which is the Israeli Occupation of Pal@an territories and oppression of the
Palestinian people.

The Palestinian people feel that the occupation of iwed by Israeli forces is unjust and
view the Israelis as a threat to their way of l#edgo, 2006). The Israelis are a bigger, better
prepared, more protected, and more educated force, and léstiRian civilians it means no
respite from roadblocks and identity checks, cordon-anaiseguerations, lightning snatch-and-
grabs, bombing raids, helicopter strikes, ground attackspttwed countermeasures that have
turned densely populated civilian areas into war zonesffithém, 2003). However “relying on
military force only mutates suicide networks and cells ¢aner forms” (Atran, 2004). Because
of these circumstances, Palestinians see themsalwadians, often traumatized by certain

events, which in turn allow emotion guide their actid&snotions matter to the creation and



embrace of radical beliefs, especially the beliefstivdying for” (Argo, 2006). These
emotionally driven actions have taken the form of #foretowards “national liberation”
(Moghadam, 2005) by way of Intifada against Israel. Thisddtifwas seen by Yasser Arafat as
a “controlled crisis” by which the Palestinians wouldttyrygain sovereign independence over
their territories through resistance and struggle (Kar2600). Intifada includes any kind of
fight, whether it is with rocks, Molotov cocktailst suicide bombers, the last of which has
proven to be the most effective.

“Our enemy possesses the most sophisticated weapdmeswotld and its army is
trained to a very high standard...We have nothing with wtaaiepel the killing and thuggery
against us except the weapon of martyrdom. It is easga@sid us only our lives...human bombs
cannot be defeated, not even by nuclear bombs” (RamdddahSHamas Secretary General).
This way of thinking and methodology of uprising has led peraeived effectiveness; through
employment of suicide bombings, Israeli forces withdfiemn Gaza in 1994 and from the West
Bank in 1995. “Palestinians know that even though in Iscakely there are more security guards
than teachers or doctors, the bomber will alwayglgeugh” (Luft, 2002).

Another underlying factor of Jihad that must be considsrétht of revenge. “The tribal
mentality which urges individuals to avenge defeat to ttterl®nd even across generations is
essential to understanding suicide attacks in the AratdWwéurthermore, “people are expected
and are obliged to join the struggle according to their Anbhl code” (Moghadam, 2005).

Palestinians hold many unique cases for revenge due thigteiry of struggle with
Israel, it could be for a family member or loved one lourkilled by the Israelis, or possibly a
feeling by the individual that they have been wronged. Nw&/Is the desire for revenge more

prevalent than with suicide bombers, whom Palestiniaps$h&at suicide bombers are driven by a



priceless thirst for revenge (Grier, 2005). A particulsecfound a Palestinian female whose
motivation to become a suicide bomber began with repd&atediations at Israeli checkpoints,
threatening encounters with security officials, and naith the death of her boyfriend
(Speckhard, 2005).

While direct revenge through suicide attacks is one snecomfort for Palestinians, so
is indirect revenge through deriving comfort and satisfadtiom the suffering of the Israelis.
Through destruction of Israel’s tourist trade, the dedinés economy, and demoralization of its
people, Palestinians take solace in the fact that aeergh they are suffering at the hands of the
Israelis and that the Israelis are also sufferingabse of the effects of Palestinian Suicide
Bombers. According to a poll during May of 2002, “two-third$afestinians say that the
second Intifada’s violence has achieved more for themdiththe previous years of
negotiations” (Luft, 2002).

Jihad

Another underlying concept the reader needs to understahads dr the Muslim
fundamentalist’s version of holy war. These fundataksts’ inherent views of absolutism, its
believers envisioning themselves as part of a greater strugglendency to demonize the
opposition and reaction to said opposition, and the thed@ess of fundamentalists in which part
of their religion they choose to stress all pldgirge role in Jihad. There are a couple of factors
to be considered in examining the ideology of Jihad. Feedf which are the teachings of
Islamic Fundamentalists, who have taken root in Palastsociety and act as prophets who
deliver hate speeches and foster extremism, and asteesfor would-be suicide bombers

(Grier, 2005).



Islamic fundamentalists are seen as radicals bydmutsia small portion of the Muslim
population that aim to create a world-wide Islamicestaised on Sharia or Islamic Law (Zeidan,
2001). Islamic fundamentalists also aim to purify societedayglicating all non-Islamic
teachings or “Jahiliyya”. What Islamic Fundamentalstse done, not only in Palestine but in
the rest of the Muslim world, is reinterpret the Qu’(dre Muslim book of faith), most
importantly by manipulating the concept of spiritual leaitito holy warfare and legitimize
violent struggle excused by an ‘ends justifies a meansladg” (Zeidan, 2001). For these
militant Jihadists, extreme sacrifice is necessalgs as there are non-believers, or “Kuffar”,
in the world (Atran, 2004).

Jihad also serves to define a “David vs. Goliath” or “GesdEvil” epic type struggle for
the Palestinians vs. the Israelis, where fanatiegbric feeds Jihadism’s religious conviction,
zeal, and power to recruit (Atran, 2004). ‘Against the Gadiatmartyrdom says, ‘even one
bursting body can make a difference’ (Argo, 2006). Palestinsee Israel as the Goliath, full of
military and economic might, as well as a countrypaf-believers that is to be dealt with
through Jihad.

This reinterpretation by Muslim fundamentalists has setvaastrumentalize the
Muslim religion as the primary framework for recruginew terrorists. In the case of the
Palestinian territories, the two most notable fundaniishtgoups (and biggest recruiters) that
exist are the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PI1J), and th&sg&a Martyrs brigade. Both the P1J and
Al-Agsa have become recruitment experts through diffeeminiques, whether it is coercion by
way of threats to a Palestinian’s family or the explin of at-risk Palestinians, such as the
young or the impoverished. Recruiters have not strayad fising technology as a tool either,

terrorist groups like the PIJ or Al-Agsa have become-saslvy and use the internet as a



powerful recruitment tool. These recruiters have beceatesmen for their cause, and are quite
successful in what they do: turning Palestinian recmtitssuicide bombers (Grier, 2005).

Another factor to take into consideration when dealiith thhe Jihad is that of
Martyrdom. The idea of Martyrdom deals with great perksaerifice (in this case, suicide) in
order to fight the non-believers on behalf of Allah teate a better future for one’s people.
Martyrdom promises each individual who carries out tasiice a guaranteed place in Heaven,
and eventual reunification with one’s family. Becauséhe promised happiness, martyrs are
said to have gone to their deaths smiling. An Israeli poleEn was quoted as saying “A suicide
bomber goes on a bus and finds himself face-to-face watima and he smiles and activates the
bomb—Dbut we learned that only by asking people afterwahdssurvived”. This smile is what
is known in the Shia Islamic tradition as the “bassaatfarah”, or “smile of joy"—prompted
by one’s impending martyrdom (Hoffman, 2003).

This idea of a promised paradise has become so populan thatMuslim world
becoming a martyr is on par with a rock-star, movie-starofessional athlete in America.
Popularization and idolization of martyrs are prevaiemuslim society, such as public posters
or murals, but nowhere is it more so than on ArabNich capitalizes on media coverage of
suicide attacks. Media coverage conveys images ofregtdescipline, dedication and skill on
part of the suicide bombers (Madsen, 2004).

Palestinian society has embraced and nurtured the idearbfrdom (Speckhard, 2005).
“Families of suicide bombers now receive more thambiethe financial compensation than do
families of those killed by other means” (Luft, 2002)leBtnians glorify the martyr. Martyrs
are elevated to the levels of saints and even propheisng Palestinian children, there has been

an increased tendency to idolize suicide bombers, witkhent poll showing that 25% of boys



from the ages of 12-17 wanting to become suicide bomber&yad Serraj, a psychiatrist in the
Gaza Strip, claims that in the children’s minds, theedif a martyr is one of power and glory
(Madsen, 2004).

Palestinian Militant Groups

Three predominant militant groups exist which have adoptedisubombing as their
preferred method in striking against Israel, all of whiakehattacked not only Israeli Defense
Forces but the civilian population as well. As previousgntioned, those groups are Hamas, the
al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

Hamas’ origin can be dated back to the Muslim Brothedthaaeligious and political
organization founded in Egypt which then branched out thimutghe Arab world. Hamas grew
out of the Muslim Brotherhood, and was officially fala in the in December 1987 (after the
first Intifada), by Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, its spiritugddier. In 1988, Hamas published its official
charter, and conducted its first suicide bombing in 1993. Haisaslieved to have killed more
than five hundred people in more than 350 separate terattasks” since then (Council on
Foreign Relations, 2007)

Today, Hamas remains the “the largest and most infeldpilestinian movement”
(Council on Foreign Relations, 2007). In January 2006, Havoaghe Palestinian Authority’s
general legislative elections, and because of itssedto recognize the state of Israel, has led to
a power struggle versus legislative seats controllethd¥atah party within the PA ever since.

The al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade began as an offshoot ofFettah party in 2000, which
served as a secular Palestinian nationalist movemleAtsa consists of a network of militias
affiliated with Fatah “and has been one of the drivimgds behind the ‘Second’ Intifada”

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2008). al-Agsa beganiiterist attacks against civilian targets



in Israel in 2002, killing 71 Israeli citizens and wounding huddref others through suicide
bombings alone.

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad “was formed in 1979 by Isldandamentalist Fathi
Shagagi and other radical Palestinian students in Egypttfie Palestinian Muslim Brotherhood
in the Gaza Strip whom they deemed too moderate” (Jexuitlal Library, 2008). It began its
terror campaign against Israel in the 1980s and has Heeddminant terrorist organization in
the planning, organization and implementation of suicide bogrdiitacks” (Israeli Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, 2007). However, because of significaatMsl inflicted by Israeli Defense
Forces, as well as with the existence of Israelsigg fence, the numbers of suicide attacks
have decreased. Additionally, more than 1,000 PIJ opesatigee arrested in 2006, with 96 of
the detainees identified as potential suicide bombemsvéNheless, it kept up its attempts to
rehabilitate itself...and carry out suicide-bombing attacksrimel” (Israeli Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, 2007).

Intifada

While it can be argued that all three groups have stralmds of nationalism, and in
fact all three have cooperated in attacks against Ismlglthe al-Agsa Martyrs brigade is a true
nationalist movement. al-Agsa’s ideology is “rootedPalestinian nationalism, not political
Islam” (Council on Foreign Relations, 2008). As mentioakdve, al-Agsa was one of the
driving forces behind the second Intifada and it is the Batahope to drive Israel out of the
West Bank by force. However, it should be noted that &adoes combine the ideologies of
Palestinian nationalism with Islamic Fundamentalism.

Jihad



Both Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad are radigglim Fundamentalist groups
who exist solely to annihilate the state of Israsbtigh Jihad, and who are committed to the
establishing an Islamist state once they have doneasuasihas specifically made mention of
raising “the banner of Allah over every inch of Palestiaed calling their suicide attacks the
“F-16 of the Palestinian people” (Council on Foreign Rettes, 2008). Neither of the groups is
interested in making peace, both being committed to cangribeir holy war against Israel.
Hamas leader Abdel Aziz al-Rantisi was quoted in 2004 as sgpgage talks will do no
good...we do not believe we can live with the enemy”. Rddasentative Abu Imad Al Rifai has
made similar statements, being quoted by Reuters as s&umgosition is to continue. We
have no other choice. We are not willing to compromise”.

Palestinian National Authority

The Palestinian National Authority was established in 18%8nainterim body to
administer Palestinian populated areas of the West Bathksaza Strip. It was the result signed
by Israel and the PLO known as the Oslo Accords.doigrned by an executive and legislative
branch. Its executive authority is led by a presidentenitsllegislature is made up of 132
members elected by Palestinians in the West Bank andS#agaCurrently, Mahmoud Abbas
is the recognized President of the PNA, winning electio2®@% after the death of long time
leader Yasser Arafat 2004. It was at this time that &, Rinder President Abbas, “agreed to
the Sharm el-Sheikh Commitments in an effort to mitweepeace process forward” (CIA World
Fact Book). However, in 2006, Hamas won the majorityhefdeats in the PNA, placing a strain
on the peace process as the international commufityee to recognize the Hamas led
government, as Hamas’ did not recognize Israel, anddclltats ultimate destruction. At this

point the United States and European Union, both of whezle the main contributors of aid to



the PNA, cut off funding. Armed clashes between FatahHamas occurred soon afterward,
(with a short cease-fire in 2007) leading to President Alu#assion to appoint and emergency
caretaker government This new government excluded the Haomainated legislature, gaining
official recognition from the United States, Europeanddrand Israel as the caretaker
government.

President Abbas maintains a moderate approach towardedbe process with Israel,
showing that he is willing to negotiate reach a peaasfpromise. President Abbas has met
several times with both Israel's former and curremhB Ministers (Ariel Sharon and Ehud
Olmert, respectively) regarding the Palestinian/Isqaedice process, as well as taking part in the
Oslo negotiations in the 1990's.

Intifada/Jihad

Regarding the concepts of Intifada and Jihad, Mahmoud Abbashad for a shift in
ideologies in order to work towards peace. An intervieth al-Ayyam newspaper in 1999 sums
up his feeling towards both: “...the mentality of the revolut® different to that of the state.
The slogans, the banners and the tools we used during theti@av should be adjusted
according to the new reality; the reality of the est&tence, all individuals, organizations, and
institutions must change their previous concepts and adapbmes. It was not possible in the
past to drop the armed struggle option. Armed struggle veathéme of our movement. The
situation has changed. We have a peace course; the obueggotiations. To achieve what we
want, we have to adjust to reality. Hence, the organizatave to reconsider their state. We
have to preserve the PLO and the national unity witbva appearance, with renewed powers

capable of coping with the different age.”



Israel

The effectiveness of these Palestinian suicide atteaksreated a general fear among
the Israelis. Benny Morris, a professor of history ah Burion University explained this fear:
“The Palestinians say they have found a strategic weaponsuicide bombing is it. The hotel is
empty. The streets are empty. They have effectieztptized Israeli society. My wife won't use
a bus anymore, only a taxi”. Even Israeli police havenkaffected: “I'm worried...I tell you this
as a police officer. | don't come to Jerusalem withahildren anymore. I'd give back the
settlements. I'd give over my bank account to live iageg (Hoffman, 2003). This fear among
Israelis only serves to prove that suicide bombing hashheem effective tactic when used by
the Palestinians. A public opinion study conducted by Thé&utstor National Security Studies
conducted between 2005-2007 shows that 69 percent of Israedisllazencerned they either
they or a family member may be a victim of a testattacks. The study goes on to add that
“there can be no doubt that terrorism, and specifich#lyspate of suicide bombings, has left its
mark on Israeli society”.

Palestinian Society, Palestinian Militant Groups, Takegtinian National Authority and
the State of Israel are the four actors that willlikeave the greatest interest on whether or not
the phenomenon of Palestinian suicide bombings willicoatin the future. The literature
available on the subject, as well as the perceptioti'eahajor actors presented in this study,
will help direct a predictive analysis on the possibtere of the phenomenon in question.
Research Design

In predictive studies, there are several differeafyaical models which can be used. For
this particular study, the LAMP method was chosen basetebauthor’s opinion that it is best

suited for predicting the subject in question, with itbtjgal, nationalist and religious



background. This method was developed in the early 1990’s .bjobathan Lockwood and
“utilizes a hybrid methodology of predictive analysisttbarrows from other analytical and
planning methodologies and combines elements of thosedwtigiesin a unique way”
(www.lamp-method.org). What makes LAMP different frornthbse other models is the
recognition and inherent importance of “free will”. lca@se where a study is dealing with the
factors such as politics, religion, and nationalismtfas study is), each actor involved in the
study possesses their own free will to act individuatyany given time, with the potential to
change the perception and/or behavior of all of the @tiers involved. Thus, “free will” can
change the future of the issue being studied in many ditferays, and therefore, it is important
to know the perceptions of each actor involved. This wayanalyst can try and gauge what
type of decisions/actions each actor may make/takeder ¢o analyze different possible
outcomes. Rather than focusing only on one perspectivehwtould in turn expose the analyst
to unintentional bias (or invalidate their study becauselatk of information), the LAMP
method requires the analyst to consider the perceptieaadf actor, and thus greatly increases
the success of the study. For example, if the authtii®study only took the perception of
Israel into account, the information would be vastly imp@ge to try and predict not only the
behavior of the other actors, but skew the outcomendsée regarding Palestinian Suicide
Bombers.

The LAMP method consists of 12 steps, focused on relptMeability rather than
relying on quantitative analysis. The LAMP method contiguauilds the study with each step,
requiring the analyst to review the main subject, dsaseall of the preceding steps. The analyst
will then utilize each of these steps in furtheringrtiseudy from which they will eventually try

and predict a future for. The twelve steps of the LAM&haod are as follows:



Determine the issue for which you are trying to predietrtiost likely future.

Specify the national “actors” involved.

Perform an in-depth study of how each national actargpes the issue in question.

Specify allpossible courses of action for each actor.

Determine the major scenarios within which you will game the alternate futures.

Calculate the total number of permutations of possilterfeate futures” for each scenario.

Perform a “pairwise comparison” of all alternate futumedetermine their relative

probability.

Rank the alternate futures for each scenario from bigiedative probability to the lowest

based on the number of “votes” received.

9. Assuming that each future occurs, analyze each alteftrtate in terms of its consequences
for the issue in question.

10. State the potential of a given alternate future ton4p@se” into another alternate future.

11.Determine the “focal events” that must occur in ousent in order to bring about a given
alternate future.

12.Develop indicators for the focal events.

NoakrwhE

o

Studying the possible responses of Palestinian Societytinaa Militant Groups,
Palestinian National Authority, and Israel in relatiorthe phenomenon of Palestinian Suicide
Bombers, as well as the Palestinian/Israeli peaceegsoare completely adaptable in the LAMP
process because of the various (and widely differentepéions of each actor involved.
Analyzing the potential behavior of all of these actsmxtremely important and very relevant,
with the PNA’s behavior (more specifically their susser failure in the peace process) being
the most likely to prompt responses from each of theradctors involved.

Like any study, concerns arise regarding the LAMP metWddle the LAMP method is
admittedly infallible, it “gives the analyst a mgsewerful method for organizing all available
information based on the perceptions of the natiortalea@and uses it to make relevant
predictions as to which alternate future is most likelpt¢cur at a given moment in time.”

(www.lamp-portal.con With that being said, another cause for concetineigpossible bias of

the researcher conducting the study. Possible biase®tanin negatively affect the way the

author perceives an issue in question, but the ovelallanecy of their study, unless careful care


http://www.lamp-portal.com/

is taken to omit said biases. While the author of thidyshappens to be an American student
(and service member) subjected to American media-biadsbdappens to be extremely
familiar with Middle Eastern culture, customs, coudgesind history due to his military training
on the region as a whole. It is through this experiamcefamiliarity that the author will make
every effort to avoid any type of bias that could negatiadfigct the outcome of this study.
Potential Courses of Action for the Interested Actors

In this analysis, there are three main actors whosnpak courses of action deal directly
with the phenomenon of Palestinian Suicide Bomberssé@lactors are Palestinian Society, the
Palestinian Militant Groups, and the state of IsraéierAdentifying these interested actors, the
next step to conduct in a LAMP study is to determine abjiide courses of action for each
actor. However, with the history of the Palestiniardéli conflict, and the all of the nationalist
and religious factors involved, an infinite amount of ptgdmactions can occur. By simplifying
the behaviors involved with this phenomenon, it is gadetd reduce such a large amount into a
smaller, more general, and much more manageable nunlibrsfstudy. For Palestinian
Society, Palestinian Militant Groups, and the statisrakel, there are two possible courses of
action for each main actor (with small variatior@nh actor to actor). First, in the case that peace
talks were successful between the PNA and Israel, &erewf peace between Palestine and
Israel would occur. In this case, Palestinian Societylevgradually adopt this new and peaceful
way of thinking towards Israel, discontinuing suicide &saagainst their neighbor.
Additionally, Palestinian Militant Groups would lose thealidity in calling for Intifada and/or
Jihad, while Israel would be able to enjoy increased ndtsmtarity and an end to the current

conflict.



In the case of a complete breakdown (i.e. failurg)eiace talks occurring between the
Palestine National Authority and Israel, Palestiniani&y would continue to produce suicide
bombers. In this case, the Palestinian Militant Groupslavcontinue to enjoy their popularity
and continue to control the momentum to recruit, tesid conduct suicide attacks against Israel.
Because of a failure to reach a peaceful agreemerg] Vgoalld continue to use its military
might to strike back at Palestinians in efforts tongeesuccessful suicide attacks as well as
attempting to eradicate the threat of those attacks.

Major Scenarios

For this analysis, the Palestinian National Authphisaded by President Mahmoud
Abbas, is considered the focal point and the catalygsh@®behavior for each of the other actors.
There are two possible actions the Palestinian NdtAuthority may carry out, which will
differ from those of the other actors involved, due ®odliferent position each actor holds in
regards to the phenomenon of Palestinian Suicide Bomberfecause of the PNA's critical
role in the peace process with Israel, and as itsa®tte government of Palestine, that it will
directly affect the behaviors in each of the othéorac For the Palestinian National Authority,
the two major scenarios which may occur are: The PNlfewher successfully negotiate a
peaceful settlement with Israel, or the PNA willdkeff peace talks with Israel resulting in a
failed settlement. Because of their capability to chdagee responses, each of the scenarios
posed will determine the future course of action for ed¢he other actors in this analysis.
Following LAMP methodology, the possible courses ofaacfor the Palestinian National
Authority will be considered “major scenarios” fronmieh the author will attempt to determine

the most likely future. To attempt to effectively predizd most likely future in this study, an



analysis must be performed in order identify all possildrmutations of actions by the actors
involved related to the two major scenarios regarding M. P
Permutations of Behavior

Per the LAMP method of analysis, the basic equatioddtermining how many possible
“alternate futures” exist for the three actors involV@dl¢stinian Society, Palestinian Militant
Groups, and the state of Israel) i§ X Z. In this equation, X represents the number obasti
available to each actor, while Y represents the numiaetors involved. Z represents the sum
of alternate futures that are to be compared. In thigsisathere are two possible courses of
action for the three actors involved. Therefore, tdngaéion for this analysis will appear as such:
2° = 8, meaning there are 8 possible alternate futuresmpame for the three actors involved.
The next step in the process is to create a tableéavhate future permutations, which will be
used in order to conduct a “pairwise comparison” for eaemario. Abbreviations will be used
to identify the potential courses of action in the tapénd are as follows:
Continued Suicide Attacks = CSA
Discontinued Suicide Attacks = DSA

Table 1 — Alternate Future Permutations

Possible Future # Palestinian Society | Palestinian Militant Israel
Groups
1 CSA CSA CSA
2 CSA CSA DSA
3 CSA DSA CSA
4 DSA CSA CSA
5 CSA DSA DSA
6 DSA CSA DSA
7 DSA DSA CSA
8 DSA DSA DSA

Pairwise Comparisons for Each Scenario



Using the date from the Alternate Futures Table (Tahlé &)now possible to conduct a
pairwise comparison of all the alternate futures f@hescenario. A pairwise comparison is a
method of comparing the possibility of each alternate éutigrainst each other possible future.
As an example, in using the data from Table 1, a compabstween alternate future #1 would
be made to alternate future #2. This would then be fotloyea determination being made on
which is more likely based on the analyst’s understandf each actor’s viewpoint. Alternate
future #1 would then be compared to alternate future #3 irathe fashion, and this process
would continue until all possible alternate futures haaenlbcompared to each other. The
equation used in order to determine how many pairwise cosoparare to be made is as
follows: X = n(n-1) / 2. In this equation, n representsttital number of alternate futures to be
analyzed while X represents the total number of paireaseparisons that are to be made. In
this analysis, n equals 8, therefore X equals 28 pairwispaasons that must be made for each
scenario. Using the alternate futures permutations (&hlge 1) with a fourth column labeled
“votes”. The numbers in the "votes" column will beigleed against each other allowing for
analysis of which possible futures are the most likelyaioh of the two scenarios.

Table 2 — Alternate Futures Table, Scenario #1: Successfuéfce Talks

Possible Future #  Palestinian Palestinian Israel Votes
Society Militant Groups
1 CSA CSA CSA 2
2 CSA CSA DSA 4
3 CSA DSA CSA 3
4 DSA CSA CSA 6
5 CSA DSA DSA 1
6 DSA CSA DSA 5
7 DSA DSA CSA 0
8 DSA DSA DSA 7
SUM=28




Table 3 — Alternate Futures Table, Scenario #2: Failed Peacalks

Possible Future #  Palestinian Palestinian Israel Votes
Society Militant Groups
1 CSA CSA CSA 7
2 CSA CSA DSA 5
3 CSA DSA CSA 4
4 DSA CSA CSA 6
5 CSA DSA DSA 2
6 DSA CSA DSA 3
7 DSA DSA CSA 1
8 DSA DSA DSA 0
SUM=28

Using the voting results from the pairwise comparisamgained in Tables 2 and 3, it is
now possible to conduct the next step of the LAMP proaedsank the scenarios in order of
probability (highest to lowest), and thus determine whatast likely to happen given each
specific scenario posed by the Palestinian National Aiiyho
Ranking the Alternate Futures

Tables 2 and 3 in the previous section show the voa¢®#ch alternate future received
in the pairwise comparisons conducted. The next ste iprtitess is to rank the probability of
each future (based on the votes received) from highelkabpility to lowest. The following

tables (4 and 5) have been arranged in such a manner.



Table 4 — Alternate Futures Table, Scenario #1: Successfuéfce Talks

Palestinian Palestinian Israel Votes

Possible Future # Society Militant Groups

4 DSA CSA CSA 7
8 DSA DSA DSA 6
6 DSA CSA DSA 5
1 CSA CSA CSA 4
2 CSA CSA DSA 3
3 CSA DSA CSA 2
5 CSA DSA DSA 1
7 DSA DSA CSA 0

SUM=28

Table 5 — Alternate Futures Table, Scenario #2: Failed Peacalks

Possible Future #  Palestinian Palestinian Israel Votes
Society Militant Groups
1 CSA CSA CSA 7
2 CSA CSA DSA 6
4 DSA CSA CSA 5
3 CSA DSA CSA 4
6 DSA CSA DSA 3
5 CSA DSA DSA 2
7 DSA DSA CSA 1
8 DSA DSA DSA 0
SUM=28

After looking over tables 4 and 5, patterns of behaviarbsanoted within each scenario,
and complete opposite patterns of behavior can be sesedrethe two scenarios. The next
section of analysis will cover the three alternateres for each scenario that received the
number of votes. These futures will represent the ii@sy reactions by Palestinian Society,
Palestinian Militant groups, and Israel to the resuthefpeace talks between the PNA and

Israel, and the consequences of those alternate futures.



Analysis of Alternate Futures
Scenario #1 — Successful Peace Talks Between the PNA anddb

Scenario 1, posed by the Palestinian National Authavibyld entail the PNA
negotiating a peaceful settlement with Israel. This dawolve following up the agreement
made in November 2007 in Annapolis, Maryland between IdPatie Minister Ehud Olmert
and Mahmoud Abbas, to have a treaty in place by the ePd0&, and its subsequent and
successful implementation. In this case it is assuimedany disputes between the two parties
involving land and holy sites will be compromised upon ajréed upon by both parties.

Scenario 1, or “Successful Peace Talks” is one whHergshave been made before (The
Oslo Accords), but never enjoyed any continued succesghi scenario which the Israelis
long for, and which the international community hopeslioanalyzing the possible responses
to this scenario, seven of the alternate futures edlived at least one vote when compared with
one another, while one alternate future received no abtal It is the three alternate futures
that received the most votes (#4, #8, and #6) that wilbbsidered the most likely to occur in
relation to Scenario 1, whose consequences will bgpaoed to reveal the most likely outcome
for the interested states involved.
Alternate Future #4: In the wake of peaceful negotiations between the PNA and Isradl,
Palestinian Society is successfully persuaded by its government to cease suicide bombing attacks
againgt Israel, and promote a state of peace. However, due to their radical foundations, the
Palestinian Militant Groups continue to use suicide bombing as a tactic against Israel, and
Israelis are still unable to enjoy a sense of true national security.

Out of all 8 possible alternate futures, alternate futdreeceived the most votes (8) and

is considered be the most likely to occur. Howeveghs one very important factor falling



under this alternate future that requires consideratioat fabtor concerns the actual ability of
the PNA to persuade its own people to cease suicide bomubaaks. While the possibility
undoubtedly exists, the fact remains that it would be a ohutsisk as the PNA is not very
popular with Palestinian Society at the moment, lenaloying to reshape the minds of a society
that has greatly supported the destruction of Israel gmagception. Regardless, it is considered
quite realistic as long as the peace settlement ceniggitimate compromises which favor
Palestinian concerns (i.e. land and holy sites).

As it can be seen within this alternate future, it wdaddconsidered impossible to reform
the ideology of the Palestinian Militant Groups, whigkvhy they would continue in their quest
for the destruction of Israel. Thus, Israel would careito feel the effects of suicide attacks
against its people, who would not be able to enjoy a sersezofity.

Alternate Future #8: In the wake of peaceful negotiations between the PNA and Isradl,
Palestinian Society is successfully persuaded by its government to cease suicide bombing attacks
againgt Israel, and promote a state of peace. Because of this new ideology adopted by
Palestinian Society, the Palestinian Militant groups lose their remaining power and credibility,
and integrate into Palestinian Society. A new era of peace beginsin thistroubled region.

Without question, Alternate Future #8 is the most desi@tieome of all three, but less
likely as it received fewer votes (7) than Alternateufe #4. Once again, there are several
factors that bear consideration for this alternater@to occur. Similar to Alternate Future #4,
the PNA would have to successfully accomplish thediffitask of persuading its people to
accept a negotiated peace agreement with Israel and tgectiegir mindset toward their
neighbor (i.e. accepting peace and putting an end to suitaddks). What this alternate future

also depends on is that the new ideology held by Pakesttociety would in turn affect the



existence of the Palestinian Militant Groups. This woul@téncredible task to accomplish to
say the least, as a senior Hamas official was quotedllasy the Annapolis peace talks between
Abbas and Olmert as “a waste of time”. In the cagdisfalternate future, it is assumed that if
Palestinian Society adopted a peaceful mindset regastag, it would result in a greatly
reduced lack of support for the Palestinian Militant Groupgse power and credibility would
eventually decline into a state of nonexistence. Atghist, members of those militant groups
then eventually have no choice but to adopt said minddsty ¢hrough coercion, persuasion or
a simply having no other choice, and then integrate mokPalestinian Society. This may seem
improbable with the history and ideology behind the conféspecially on the side of the
Palestinians), however it is possible with the propelivatbn and/or persuasion.

Alternate Future #6: In the wake of peaceful negotiations between the PNA and Isradl,

Palestinian Society is successfully persuaded by its government to cease suicide bombing attacks
againgt Israel, and promote a state of peace. Due to their radical foundations, the Palestinian
Militant Groups continue to use suicide bombing as a tactic against |srael. However, because of

a lack of support from Palestinian society and beefed up Israeli security measures, these attacks
occur at a greatly diminished rate, giving Israelis a new sense of national security.

Alternate Future #6 was the third less likely future comsii¢o occur, receiving six
votes. This alternate future is similar to both thoketvpreceded it, in that it requires the PNA
to change Palestinian Society’'s mindset, and the Pa&@stitilitant Groups would continue
their struggle to wipe Israel off the face of the plattety would do so with a great lack of
support. However, what is different in this alternaiteife, are the efforts of the Israelis to
further their security measures to counter any attacks fnditant groups, reducing said threat

to a very negligible one. While it may be somewhatroégaggeration (or heartless) to use the



word “negligible” when regarding suicide attacks thay il occur (albeit rarely), the
comparison between nearly nonexistent attacks versusathage that was felt in the past, which
the author believes warrants this term. It is alspartant to note that increased and intense
security measure are assumed to keep suicide bombers adts@gulated civilian centers,
instead being relegated to attacking the boundary separatitggdhand Israeli military

members who are better equipped to deter/sustain/countearsattack.

Scenario #2 — Failed Peace Talks Between the PNA and Israel

Scenario 2 accurately represents the history of thestitada/Israeli conflict over the
past 5 decades, with several failed attempts at achievingcafpésettlement between the two
parties. As mentioned before, both parties claim theedand as their own, and have for
thousands of years. With this longstanding tradition leditweach side considers their “home”,
coupled with highly intense religious ideologies, it hasnbienpossible to reach any kind of
peaceful settlement that ever lasted. In the caSeefario 2, it is assumed that the failure would
be a direct result of a complete lack of comprometgvben the PNA and Israel, leading to a
breaking off of the talks. This is the most detrimentahsrio between the two, as the result
would undoubtedly lead to further violence in the area, artfidr frustration amongst the
international community regarding the issue.

In analyzing the possible responses to this scenario, sétles alternate futures all
received at least one vote when compared with ondvanathile one alternate future received
no votes at all. It is the three alternate futuresréneeived the most votes (#1, #2, and #4) that
will be considered the most likely to occur in relatiorScenario 2, whose consequences will be

compared to reveal the most likely outcome for theasted states involved.



Alternate Future #1: In the wake of failed negotiations between the PNA and Israel, Palestinian
Society sees no other course of action but to condone the use of suicide bombing, giving the
Palestinian Militant Groups complete credibility and ability in recruiting new suicide bombers.
Israel would continue to be the target of suicide attacks and a lack of faith amongst its citizens
regarding its own national security.

This alternate future was not only voted as the mostgteldor Scenario 2, but is
considered a continuance of the current status quo fd?dlestinian/Israeli conflict. As was
previously mentioned, suicide attacks have occurred sieckrsh Intifada, and no peace
agreement between the two parties has ever reallg tofnuition. This alternate future is the
one which most closely resembles the history and trehidtee conflict, and thus received the
most votes (8) of the three alternate futures beingideresl. With a failed negotiation between
the two countries, suicide bombings would only continue,parsdibly increase. This would lead
Israelis to only further doubt their own security, anddptime overall mood even lower. This
alternate future would undoubtedly be the most detrimesdatinuing decades-long conflict
and bloodshed, much to the disappointment of the intenatt@ mmunity.

Alternate Future #2: In the wake of failed negotiations between the PNA and Israel, Palestinian
Society sees no other course of action but to support the use of suicide bombing, giving the
Palestinian Militant Groups complete credibility and ability in recruiting new suicide bombers.
However, with improved security measures, Israel is able to reduce the amount of suicide
attacks, but whose citizens never feel completely safe.

Alternate Future #2 was the second most likely to occthis scenario, receiving seven
votes. While it is extremely similar to Alternate Ere #1, this alternate future takes the

possibility of Israel successfully increasing securitgn attempt to deter and greatly minimize



suicide attacks, and thus lead to a greater (yet inag)@ense of national security amongst its
people. While the suicide bombing phenomenon, as wetitaalattacks would continue to
occur, they would be a rarity, and lead to said sens&dased security.

Alternate Future #4: In the wake of failed negotiations between the PNA and Israel, Palestinian
Militant Groups retain their credibility and ability in recruiting new suicide bombers. However,
because of aggressive security measures and retaliatory strikes against Palestinian targets by

the Israelis, Palestinian Society loses faith in using suicide bombing as a tactic.

Alternate Future #4 received six votes, and is the lé@dy to occur of the top three
futures, with good reason. This alternate future bearsasitigk to the two before it, in regards
to the continued Jihad/Intifada by Palestinian Militant@®and increased Israeli security.
However, its only (and most important) difference asssithat Palestinians would eventually
lose faith in the tactic of suicide bombing, succumbinfyustration caused by increased
security measures and anti-militant strikes by the lista&'hile this kind of thing might occur, it
is considered highly unlikely based on the attitude and idgalb Palestinian Society over the
past several decades. However, as this alternate fetewed as many votes as it did, it still
bears consideration with the top three considered likesf to occur.

With the three most likely alternate futures for eammsario having been discussed, the
possibility of further Palestinian suicide attacks hab®ee apparent, regardless of scale or
severity. While Palestinian Society can be seen atlyndiscontinuing suicide attacks when
analyzing all of the most likely alternate futures, Batgan Militant groups are mostly seen as
continuing their Intifada/Jihad against Israel. It cao &ls seen that in all cases that Israel is the
target, and will most likely still feel the effectstbiese suicide bomber attacks, even in the case

that they become a rarity. All in all, further conflappears to be the theme of the future, mostly



in the form of suicide bomber attacks, as they agentbst detrimental to Israel’'s national

security, and the overall mood of the people of Israel.

The next step in the LAMP method is to determine whath@ot any of the most
probable alternate futures that were covered in thigoseate likely to “transpose” into one

another. The probability of transposition will be ceagkin the following section.

Transposition of Alternate Futures

A “transposition” of one alternate future into another oacur when the actions of one
actor changes the perception of one or more actorschifiigge in perception provides the
ability of one alternate future to change, or “trang@sto another, which then directly affects
the possible futures of the other actors, as well aswerll outcome of the subject in question.
The three most probable futures identified from the twansgenarios will be analyzed, and
their probability of transposing into one another wdldovered in this section.
Scenario #1 -- Successful Peace Talks

The three alternate futures in Scenario #1 that veseed most probable to occur were
4, 8 and 6. Because of the direct relation betweentitadasSociety, Palestinian Militant
Groups, and an indirect relation of the actions of botisrael, these three alternate futures all
possess the capability to transpose into one anothefuiitiemental factor to deciding whether
they can transpose into one another are the destiesfof Palestinian Society and the
Palestinian Militant Groups following a peaceful settlatmaith Israel.

In alternate futures 4 and 8, Palestinian Society is @ge@liscontinuing suicide attacks
while Palestinian Militant Groups continue suicide attankaternate future 4 and discontinue
their use in alternate future 8. In terms of the Isr@siponse, they are seen to feel the continuing

use of suicide attacks in alternate future 4 but not enrate future 8. With a strong relationship



between Palestinian Society and Palestinian Militanotu@s, alternate future 4 could transpose
into alternate future 8, with the proper coercion, peisnasnotivation as previously mentioned.
Alternate future 4 could also transpose into alternatedypr vice versa), depending on the
Israeli reaction (positive or negative), to continsedide bombings by Palestinian Militant
Groups, with Palestinian Society taking a peaceful iroloth.

Finally, as alternate future 6 is very similar to algge future 8 (except for Palestinian
Militant Groups continuing suicide attacks in alternatieife 6), alternate future 6 could
transpose into alternate future 8 depending on coerciosygsaon, motivation from Palestinian
Society.

Scenario #2 -- Failed Peace Talks

The three alternate futures in Scenario #2 that wekeechmost probable to occur were
1, 2 and 4. Just as in the first scenario, the diréaior between Palestinian Society, Palestinian
Militant Groups, and an indirect relation of the anfi@f both to Israel, these three alternate
futures all possess the capability to transpose into mother. However, unlike the first
scenario, the fundamental factor to deciding whether¢haytranspose into one another is not
only based on the desires/actions of Palestinian Sametyhe Palestinian Militant Groups, but
also heavily hinges on the actions of the Israelis.

Alternate future 1 sees all actors as either contghsincide attacks (or the Israelis
continuing to feel their effects). Alternate future tisaery similar to alternate future 1, with its
only difference being that the Israelis would no longel tiee effects of suicide bombing with
an aggressively increased security posture versus suicaisattf this were to happen, alternate
future 1 could transpose into alternate future 2, witHsfreelis feeling increasingly safe,

although not by much.



With alternate future 4 and alternate future 1 beingeclosdentical, it can be said that
alternate future 4 could transpose into alternate futurehlle\nly Palestinian Society is seen
as discontinuing suicide attacks in alternate future ftaaéfrustration of Palestinian Society
could lead to the transposition into alternate future Erevall actors are continuing (or
continuing to feel the effects of) suicide attacks.

Alternate future 4 also has the potential to transposesitérnate future 2, if the
ideology of Palestinian Society were to once again coadioe use of suicide bombers against
Israel, coupled with the Israeli’s increasing securitytp@sversus those attacks.

These potential transpositions lead us to the finaldt@ps of the LAMP method, which
require presenting the focal events which must occuuirpeesent in order to bring about a
transposition. Additionally, indicators must be providedany possible transposition, which
support the focal events by foretelling actor behavior. Balllbe covered in the next section.
Focal Events and Indicators

In this section, the final two steps of the LAMP methall be conducted: determining
the focal events required for an alternate future tmg@nd developing indicators for the focal
events. “For each focal event associated with amalte future, it should be possible to develop
a list of indicators that such an event either hasiwed or is about to occur.v{vw.lamp-
portal.con). Focal events and indicators will now be providedifi@rthree most probable
alternate futures for each scenario.

Scenario #1 -- Successful Peace Talks
Alternate Future #4: In the wake of peaceful negotiations between the PNA and Isradl,
Palestinian Society is successfully persuaded by its government to cease suicide bombing attacks

againgt Israel, and promote a state of peace. However, due to their radical foundations, the
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Palestinian Militant Groups continue to use suicide bombing as a tactic against Israel, and

Israelis are still unable to enjoy a sense of true national security.

Focal Events:

» Palestinian Society discontinues its support of Palastililitant Groups.

» Palestinian Militant Groups are enraged by the thought aigheleco-existence with
Israel, and aggressively increase their suicide attaeswithout the support of
Palestinian Society.

» Israelis feel the effects of a heightened suicidelinghcampaign while the sense of
national security deteriorates as does overall mood.

Indicators:

» Palestinian Society agrees with a peaceful solution hatitel.

» Palestinian Militant Groups refuse any peaceful solutade between the PNA and
Israel, even without the support of Palestinian Society.

» Palestinian Militant Groups continue the call for coetplannihilation of Israel and its
replacement with an Islamic state.

» Israelis accept the peace agreement and are momediatigcted with the thought of

peace in the region.

Alternate Future #8: In the wake of peaceful negotiations between the PNA and Isradl,
Palestinian Society is successfully persuaded by its government to cease suicide bombing attacks
againgt Israel, and promote a state of peace. Because of this new ideology adopted by
Palestinian Society, the Palestinian Militant groups lose their remaining power and credibility,

and integrate into Palestinian Society. A new era of peace beginsin thistroubled region.



Focal Events:

Palestinian Society coerces members of PalestiniataktiiGroups towards the peaceful
solution between Palestine and Israel.
* Infrastructure of Palestinian Militant Groups greatlyedieirates and they eventually
dissolve.
» Suicide attacks become non-existent.
» Israelis begin to enjoy a true sense of nationalrggcand overall mood improves
exponentially.
» Peace is seen in the region for the first time cades.
Indicators:
» Palestinian society shuns the ideologies of the RastMilitant Groups in favor of
peace.
» Palestinian Militant Groups begin to feel the effedta tack of support from Palestinian
Society.
» Israel aggressively and successfully increases secuggumnes and the hunt for
remaining Palestinian Militants.
Alternate Future #6: Inthe wake of peaceful negotiations between the PNA and Isradl,
Palestinian Society is successfully persuaded by its government to cease suicide bombing attacks
againgt Israel, and promote a state of peace. Due to their radical foundations, the Palestinian
Militant Groups continue to use suicide bombing as a tactic against |srael. However, because of
a lack of support from Palestinian society and beefed up Israeli security measures, these attacks
occur at a greatly diminished rate, giving Israelis a new sense of national security.

Focal Events:



» Palestinian Society discontinues its support of Palestililitant Groups.

» Palestinian Militant Groups are enraged by the thought aigheleco-existence with
Israel, and aggressively increase their suicide attaeswithout the support of
Palestinian Society.

» Israelis begin to enjoy a truer sense of nationalriigcand overall mood improves.

Indicators:

» Palestinian Society agrees with a peaceful solution katitel.

» Palestinian Militant Groups refuse any peaceful solutiade between the PNA and
Israel, even without the support of Palestinian Society.

» Palestinian Militant Groups continue the call for coetplannihilation of Israel and its
replacement with an Islamic state.

» Israel aggressively and successfully increases secuggunes and the hunt for
Palestinian Militants.

Scenario #2 -- Failed Peace Talks
Alternate Future #1: In the wake of failed negotiations between the PNA and Israel, Palestinian
Society sees no other course of action but to condone the use of suicide bombing, giving the
Palestinian Militant Groups complete credibility and ability in recruiting new suicide bombers.
Israel would continue to be the target of suicide attacks and a lack of faith amongst its citizens
regarding its own national security.
Focal Events:

» Palestinian Militant Groups with full support of PalesimiSociety, are able to

successfully recruit and continue their suicide attacjesnst Israel.



» Israelis feel the effects of a continued suicide bemtampaign while the sense of
national security further deteriorates as does overadid.
* Conflict and bloodshed continue in the region.
Indicators:
» Palestinian Society popularly endorses the tactic efdaibombings as it is felt that no
other alternative exists.
» Palestinian Militant Groups continue the call for coetplannihilation of Israel and its
replacement with an Islamic state.
» Israel continues strategic/tactical/retaliatory sgikgainst Palestinian and Palestinian
Militant Group targets.
Alternate Future #2: In the wake of failed negotiations between the PNA and Israel, Palestinian
Society sees no other course of action but to support the use of suicide bombing, giving the
Palestinian Militant Groups complete credibility and ability in recruiting new suicide bombers.
However, with improved security measures, Israel is able to reduce the amount of suicide
attacks, but whose citizens never feel completely safe.

Focal Events:

Palestinian Militant Groups, with the full support of Railan Society are able to

successfully recruit and continue their suicide attacjesnst Israel.

» Israel is convincingly successful in aggressively increpis security measures and its

hunt for Palestinian Militants.
» Suicide attacks sharply decrease.

* While the threat of suicide attacks still exists, IBsa@egin to enjoy a truer sense of

national security and overall mood improves.



Indicators:

» Palestinian Society popularly endorses the tactic efdaibombings as it is felt that no

other alternative exists.

» Palestinian Militant Groups continue the call for coetplannihilation of Israel and its

replacement with an Islamic state.
» Israel recognizes the need for more intense securityuresaas well as the elimination
of Palestinian Militant Groups.
Alternate Future #4: In the wake of failed negotiations between the PNA and Israel, Palestinian
Militant Groups retain their credibility and ability in recruiting new suicide bombers. However,
because of aggressive security measures and retaliatory strikes against Palestinian targets by
the Israelis, Palestinian Society loses faith in using suicide bombing as a tactic.
Focal Events:
» Palestinian Militant Groups continue with their tacfcsuicide bombing against Israel.
» Israelis feel the effects of a continued terror cagmpavhile the sense of national security
further deteriorates as does overall mood.
* Conflict and bloodshed continue in the region.
Indicators:
» Out of frustration, Palestinian Society abandons th&tatsuicide bombings leaving
the Palestinian Militant Groups on their own.

» Palestinian Militant Groups continue the call for coetplannihilation of Israel and its

replacement with an Islamic state.

» Israel continues strategic/tactical/retaliatory sgikgainst Palestinian and Palestinian

Militant Group targets.



While all of these alternate futures certainly havédolbting concerning their likelihood, it
is the belief of this author that suicide bombings by thles®inians (whether it be member of
society or militant groups) are likely to continue wiegth peaceful settlement is arranged or not.
Not only has the tactic become wildly popular among Bales Society and Palestinian
Militant Groups, but there is far too much bad blood betwkenwo sides (especially with the
Palestinians), that thinking a peaceful utopia could existidvoe quite unrealistic. There is
definitely no quick fix to this phenomenon, and there matybe a fix at all. Historically, it is a
conflict that has continued for over five decades, andhtasted any kind of peaceful
agreement that has been proposed, or even agreed ornin@nlyill tell what happens with this
phenomenon, but based on over fifty years of history,this author’s opinion that continued

violence (mostly through suicide bombings) is inevitable.

Conclusion

The purpose of this research paper was to provide a predintlesis on Palestinian
Suicide Bombers. While most research on the subjecttgatsht up in so many different causes
as to why Palestinians become suicide bombers, the aimsgfaper was to shed light as to
what the future may hold for a deadly phenomenon tlabbaome so popular in such a small
region, and has taken the lives of so many people. Alththiglpaper was on a single case study
of Palestinian Suicide Bombers, it is the hope ofahihor that it could lead to further
investigation on the general question and phenomenaaesdiombers as a whole. Only with
the continuous monitoring of historical trends and varyingggions, coupled with in-depth
analysis, will valid predictions be able to be made. In,tilmese predictions could possibly serve
to deter such actions and hopefully rid society of thideapic. It is interesting to ponder

whether this phenomenon would have ever gained such poypifidsitael had never existed, or



had never been an occupying force. In either caséhtbat of Palestinian suicide bombers may
have never existed, and thus would never have been thetsoigepredictive analysis such as
this.

If this kind of predictive analysis were to be taketh#® next step as part of a larger
project, it would be necessary to gain first-hand knowledd®alestinian suicide bombers
through cultural immersion, more specifically, having redeers that either are part of the
culture or researchers that would be accepted intouth&e in order to gain first hand
experience and a better understanding of this phenomeésavithout a doubt that this type of
venture would involve a great deal of risk to the researtlrt is this kind of cultural
immersion that would be needed for data collection aadyais that would undoubtedly expand

further knowledge into this phenomena.
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